
 
 

Bible drama with content 
 Avoid the two extremes 

 
There are often two extremes when teaching Bible stories:  
 

 Telling an exciting story with lots of interesting effects but forgetting to relate it 
to the children’s everyday life. 
 

 Teaching the Bible truths so thoroughly and well, but forgetting the creative 
element. 

 
We need to find the happy medium. Bible drama with content is a method, which gives 
room for depth and creativity without needing a lot of preparation. Bible drama with 
content can, for example, be used at children’s events, where you want to make the 
story extra special.  
 
Good storytelling 
 
Good storytelling includes:  
 

 A short introduction, that fits the story 

 Progression of events (with effects and humour) 

 Focus on the climax of the story 

 A well-prepared and short conclusion 
 
Good Bible teaching 
 
Good Bible teaching includes: 
 

 A key sentence (central truth), which is named and explored several times 
throughout the story.  
 
For example:  
 

o God is the creator 
o God loves you 
o God wants to forgive you 
o God wants to help you 
o God knows everything 

 
Don’t leave all the teaching until the end of the story but spread it out and teach it 2-5 
times throughout the narration of the story. 



 
 

 

 It involves the head, heart and hands: 
 

o            Head: the children learn something new (a key sentence/central 
truth)  
 

o            Heart: the children will want to use this key sentence in their daily 
lives 
 

o            Hands: the children will understand how the key sentence can be    
           used in their lives 

 

Bible Drama with content 
 
You need: 

 A narrator who can teach the key sentence (or 2 narrators who share in this) 

 Actors who mime the action. These actors should stiffen (stand still and look at 
you (the narrator), every time you change from telling the story to teaching the 
key sentence.  

 An object or sign with the key sentence on it, which you show every time you 
change from telling the story to talking about the key sentence. 

 Props 

 Music if needed/wanted 
 
 
  



 
 

An example: The prodigal son 
Bible reference: Luke 15:11-32 
Key sentence/Central Truth: God loves you. (Show a heart every time you teach this.) 
 

The children are to learn that God loves them, whatever they do. 
 

The children should want to come to God in all situations. 
 

The children are to learn how they can pray and ask God to be with them in their 
lives and forgive them when they’ve done something wrong.  

 
Actors: Two sons, father, friends, possibly some pigs (can be same actors as friends), 
possibly servants (can be same actors as friends) 
 
Props: Heart, cloak and possibly hat for actors, money, wineglass (eg. plastic), rags for 
son in pigsty, pig masks if wanted, ring, Bible. 
 

The story in key words 
Introduction:   Jesus once told a story to show us how much God loves us.  
 
Action: There was once a father who had two sons.  

Life on the farm, the father loves his sons. 
 
Key sentence:  Take out the heart – actors stiffen and look at you.  

Just as the father loved his sons and wanted the best for them, so 
God loves us. His love is perfect and will always be perfect no 
matter what! 

 
Action: The youngest son is dissatisfied and dreams about another life. He 

asks his father for his inheritance. The father is really sad but gives 
him what he asks for. The son leaves home and his father waves 
sadly goodbye. He watches for his son to come home every day. 
He wants the best for him. He loves him. 

 
Key sentence:  Take out the heart - the actors stiffen and watch you. 

This is the way God loves you. Sometimes we forget him because 
we’re so busy with so many things. But God doesn’t forget you. 
He’s always thinking about you. He wants the best for you. He 
wants to help you with everything. He’s sad when you forget him, 
because he really wants to hear how you are and he so wants to 
help you. But he never stops loving you. He loves you every single 
day, even when you have forgotten him. 



 
 

Action: The son has forgotten his father. He goes off to a foreign land. He 
uses all his money. Maybe on new clothes, getting friends, 
partying, using lots of money. Not a good party. A bad party 
where you end up doing things you regret. And one day, there is 
no more money. And his friends disappear. He has to sell his 
smart clothes and shoes. He becomes more and more hungry. But 
his friends won’t help. He gets a job – looking after the pigs! 
Smelly. Hungry – he even wants to eat the pigs’ food! He feels 
forgotten. The son thinks of his father. He remembers, and sees 
how awful he has been.  

 
Key sentence:  Take out the heart – actors stiffen and watch you.  

Sometimes we feel the same. We feel guilty over being away from 
the father for so long. (Give an example from your own life of 
something stupid you did – how you felt guilty and how God 
forgave you). God wants to forgive us – he wants to forgive you. 
You can always come to him. Pray to him. Say sorry for the wrong 
things you have one. Read John 6:37. 
If you never asked him to forgive you before – today is a good 
day! Ask him into your life as well. (teacher - if you see it fits, you 
can at this point also make yourself available for counselling after 
the lesson.) 

 
Action: The son thinks of his father. He remembers, and sees how awful 

he has been. He decides to say sorry and ask if he can just be a 
servant at home. He goes home without shoes on his feet. He 
practices what he wants to say to his father. But what he had not 
expected was that the father had been waiting for him.  

 
Key sentence:  Take out the heart – actors stiffen and look at you.  

God loves you too – he is waiting for you. You can pray to him 
every day. Tell him how you are. Ask him to help you. Say sorry. 
Maybe find a good time to do this. (Ask the children to think about 
when it’s best to pray regularly to God each day). God loves you 
and wants to be with you.  

 

Climax:  The father sees his son coming. He runs to meet him. He gives him 
a huge hug. The son tries to say sorry.  

 
Father: Let’s celebrate with a party: new shoes, clothes, a ring. A 
party! And it was the good kind!! The father was so happy! The 
son discovered how good it was to be home with his father! 

 

Conclusion:  Always with his father. Tells him everything. So good to be home 
with him. 


